NATURAL  RELIGION                     245

the vernal wood' than he ever could have done
when the nymphs and the satyrs haunted it.

These, then, according to the present author,
are the three Natural Religions which belong to
man in virtue of his humanity, and of his human
knowledge. They are altogether independent of
the supernatural; and not only can Science
never destroy them, but, on the contrary, as it
grows itself, it will deepen, enlarge, and quicken
them.

The author, however, is very far from being
satisfied with a mere statement of the above
views. Many people, possibly most religious
people, will at first regard them, he thinks, as
of no practical value. They will tell him that,
if he likes, he may call the universe God, but
that this will not make it Grod in any real sense
of the word ; and so, similarly, he may talk about
his three religions, but they are not religions
that will give anyone guidance or comfort, nor
except by metaphor can they be called religions
at all. Anticipating these attacks, he is per-
petually pausing to meet them. We will con-
sider now how he does so.

To return again, then, to the fundamental
thesis of the volume, that the visible universe.